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Thank You!

To everyone who helped in any way to put this account together, to
those of you who took the time to answer questions and offered
information, made phone calls and wrote letters.

To those who made the drawings and did the typing.
To those who loaned their pictures. They were great!

This product is the effort of some of those who were born at the
time or shortly after the railroad came to the end of the line.
Information from many already written history books, as well as
the memories and impressions of how we saw it as kids growing
up on the customer side of the counter is what we hope to have
recorded.

When you find errors, correct them (paper white out works
wonders), when you find omissions, add them. The pictures may
appear overdone of certain families but please understand it is a
place history we are attempting to preserve, the family histories
have been done. Written records indicate that virgin prairie of the
entire town site was broken for farm land by Pittmans for Chas.
Akister in 1910. Our great grandkids may only have pictures of
where we lived when the great air seeders and self propel
combines begin rolling over the grave.
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Saskatchewan Landing

Settlements as far north as Eston and Elrose had
concerns and interesting stories about the
Saskatchewan Landing.

In 1883 - 1890 “Battleford Trail” from Swift Current
to Battleford required a crossing on the South
Saskatchewan River. The first freighting party that left
for Battleford in the spring of 1883 carried with it a
nine by eighteen foot scow christened “City of
Battleford”. It was just large enough to carry two
loaded carts at a time across the South Saskatchewan,

This first ferry was left at the river and was free for
all the freighters to use. Later that summer the
Saskatchewan Coal Company started a ferry service
with a larger scow that ran on a cable. The company
also opened a small store at the landing to cater to
freighters and settlers.

Poor service and high charges brought many
complaints from those moving north,

Fraser Tims, a Swift Current merchant purchased the
existing service in 1885 after acquiring a larger
freighting outfit to better service the increase in the
Battleford district sales. New cable was installed to
accommodate a larger scow.

Military actions to the northwest increased the traffic
on the Battleford Trail making the ferry business
profitable. Tims sold his interests at the river in 1887
to W.E. Russel of Battleford who built an inn as well
as operating the store and ferry. The government also
opened the Saskatchewan Landing Post Office.

Battleford Trail business began to decline when the
railway came to Saskatoon in 1890; the business
closed and left no ferry service for several years with
the exception of James Smart having a ferry service for
himself and other ranchers in the area.

The Goodwin family built the “Stone House” in
1897 when they settled on that land providing a store
and accommodations for man and animals on the trek
north.

Ferry service for homesteaders moving north became
available in 1902. The Saskatchewan Government
provided financial assistance in 1905; and a ferry
operator was hired and lived at the landing.

Accommodations were provided for the North West
Mounted Police stationed at the landing.

1910 saw towers erected and the ‘basket’ was used to
transport people across the river when the ice was
unsafe during spring and fall until the ferries were in
after the ice had cleared.

Attempts to have a bridge at the landing were
hampered by the “dirty 30’s” and World War II until
1949 when construction began with completion in
1953. The building of Gardner Dam and the creation of
Diefenbaker Lake required the bridge to be raised and
lengthened which again brought ferry service in 1964-
1965 until the present bridge was completed and
officially opened in 1966.

Most homesteaders came via rail to Swift Current,
many from Ontario by Colonist Coach where they
traveled in a coach with their belongings and doing
their own cooking. After arriving in Swift Current,
wagons were loaded with household goods and
machinery, taken to the river, unloaded and returned to
Swift Current to do a repeat performance until
everything eventually got to their homesteads.

Stories are told of the many mishaps during crossing
the river, loads going into the water, often loads were
lost but it seems people and most animals survived.
There were no approaches to the ferry so driving
horses through up to two or three feet of water to get
on the ferry and off the ferry was commonplace.

The beautiful old “Stone House” is still a landmark
restored outside to the original appearance; the inside
however is very different with air-conditioned offices,
modern washrooms and nature displays under glass.

Alex Mackie whose residence was near the “Stone
House™” ran the ferry and dispersed mail to the Kyle
and Darrow residences with neighbors taking turns
going to the landing.

In 1910 a post office was established at John
Akister’s residence two and one half miles north east
of what became White Bear hamlet location, later
moved to the store near Ivan Akister’s farm buildings,
eventually to Driscoll's Store after the rail came in
1925.



Early Settlers

“The Early Settlers and History of Kyle and White Bear Districts” by Alex Gillanders, (written approximately 1955).

A crowd had gathered at a picnic in Gillanders
coulee to discuss organizing a municipality. The
question came up and one faction wanted to call it
White Bear, another Tyner and it came to a dead lock.
Hiram Bracken who came here from California and
could speak Spanish suggested the name Lacadena,
meaning “Linking Together” and the name was
adopted.

White Bear would have been a more suitable name
as the valley (the lake) cuts through the whole district
and according to Charles Davenport, an old native had
told him the lake got its name from a native being
killed by a white or albino grizzly bear, hence the
name. It was called White Bear Lake on the old
surveyor’s notes in 1882 and on early maps.

1 always rather doubted this till I read that when the
Palliser expedition crossed the Saskatchewan River to
Elbow they were attacked on the landing by two
grizzlies, which they killed. The expedition reported
lots of bears and game all over this district so it's quite
possible, the native was right.

Chas Akister so far as I know held the first school in
his residence in 1909 and 1910 for Sherman, Melvin
and Lorne Rettie, Robert and Kenneth Lytle, Gladys,
Edgar and Beth Akister. In 1911 Robert Stewart built
the White Bear School on Claud Spicer’s farm, 21-22-
16 W3rd. George Culbert was the first teacher
receiving $50.00 per month. School was only kept
open seven months a year. Chas. Avery and George
Langdon dug a full basement by hand, pick, and shovel
and wheelbarrow for $15.00.

In the fall of 1910 Chas Akister started a store and
John Akister got the first post office. In 1911 and 1912
the route was broken up and mail to Tyner, Penkill and
Plumridge came in from Brock while Kyleville and
White Bear still got their mail from the Saskatchewan
Landing, with John Akister and David Lytle getting the
contract for hauling it. Then Ed Lindsay’s father took
over and when Elrose became a post office in 1913, he
hauled mail from there three times a week.

Early settlers got supplies from the store kept by
Pete Campbell and later by Alex Mackie at
Saskatchewan Landing. About 1908, Isaac Farrend
started a small store south west of where Kyle is to
day. In 1910 Chas and Bert Akister started a store on
the NW 22-22-16 W3rd. It was built into a big
business and became the post office for the community

centre. Mail came in three times a week, first from
Sask Landing, later from Elrose. People came for
supplies from as far as Tyner and Kyleville. A general
stock of groceries, harness, hardware and dry goods
were sold. Charles Skelton and Myra Conlin clerked in
this store. On mail nights everyone congregated there,
especially Saturdays when in the summer there would
be baseball or basketball and general visiting or gossip.

There was at one time a hall, a doctor, Dr. D.
Halliday and a butcher, Bill Graham located there.
When the railroad came Mr. Akister moved to
Tuberose, he left there in the 30's and started another
store in Fort St. John Alberta Country.

From “Tuberose Tracings” (1906 - 1968)
By Rosa Millidge

There was one thing that baffled old friends during
our farming days, and that was our ever changing
addresses. They wanted to know why we moved so
often, but we assured them that we were stationary; it
was only the post office that moved. Our first address
was Swift Current, and then a post office was opened
up at Saskatchewan Landing. Some one would go
down and collect all the mail for the settlement and
then it was taken to Jas. Darrows and was distributed
there. Then a post office was opened up on Mr. Kyle’s
farm and was called Kyleville. Finally we got a post
office nearer us at Chas. Akisters’s store at White Bear.

From “Tuberose Tracings’ (1906 - 1968)
By Roxie Akister

Mail arrivals I think were the summer and autumn
highlights, mail coming in and going out once a week.
A Mr. Shanklin who lived near Penkill drove a team on
a two-seated buggy {democrat) to Jas. Darrrow’s farm
staying over night and then going on to Sask. Landing
Post Office at Mir. Mackies. The next day Mr. Shanklin
brought the mail stopping at the Kyle’s leaving the
mail for those who went there for it and on back to
Darrows where he again spent the night. For awhile
our family were one of the six or seven going to Mr.
Kyle’s for the mail, each one taking a turn going for it.
That same year Kyleville Post Office was established
at Mr. Kyle's, the White Bear Post Office in 1911 at
John Akisters. Other post offices soon came as more
people were settling in and neighbors became closer.
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Mail Service - Post Office Locations

Stone House at Saskatchewan Landing - 1909
{Photo taken 2000)

Darrow Homestead - 1909
{Photo taken 2000}
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John Akister Residence - 1910




Post Office

The post office moved to several different locations
over the years, something not in favor with District
Office in Saskatoon. The concern was that it might not
be accessible and easily located by patrons in such a
large four block town, even more complicating was the
fact that there were no street signs.

The first post office was in the back of Driscoll's
General Store, then across the street and a block east to
the Massey Harris - J.I. Case Building with Vic
McKaig as postmaster. The next move was on the
south side of Main Street when Fred Bye built a home
in the mid 1920's and was postmaster there until his
death. His wife Nellie was postmaster ending the Bye
era twenty-three years later.

The Herb Newman's built a new home and office on
the north side of main street, Block 1, Lot 1 (in the
town photo). The shed for the small Austin car is also
in the photo. Herb Newman retired at 65 years of age,
with Mrs. Newman taking over until her 65th birthday
and retirement in 1959.

Many people were interested in becoming the new
post master, which was eventually awarded to
Emanuel Schuler, living at that time in the Pioneer
Grain Residence. The grain company approved of
having an addition added to the residence to house the
post office and again the District Office in Saskatoon
had grave concemns if patrons would be able to find the
post office now located one half block off main street.
During July and August, 1959 while the addition to the
Pioneer Residence was being built a small house just
north of the hall was one more of the difficult places
for all to find. On the move again, in 1965 back to
main street to the Fred Handley Insurance Office
where it remained until closing. Patrons are now
served by “Super Mai! Boxes”.

In 1959 the salary warrant for one month was $79.00
payment for salary, rent, heat and electricity.

As with the locations, the service changed many
times especially in the later years. Mail service before
the rail lines is recorded in the early history. Mail was
hauled from Plato to Isham, Tyner, and Lacadena and
on to White Bear, referred to as Monday mail. Those
providing this coach {car) service were Dick Graham,
Richard Williams, Christine Williams, Gerald
Pickford, Bill Gillanders, Arthur Moore, Douglas
Pickford, Kenneth Westgard, Oliver Sveum and

Camilla Sveum.

The coach service was each Monday, with the mail
arriving on the mixed or freight trains, Wednesday
afternoon and Friday evening on the passenger train
from Saskatoon. The changes from 1959 to 1965 are
many. Coach from Eston was six days per week then
extended to Kyle and eventually on to Swift Current,
which translated into mail arriving two times per day
six days a week.

As early as 1959 the wicket was required to be open
one hour on each statutory holiday. Wages did improve
slightly over the first years and as time went on the
hourly wages became more attractive, however, the
hours were reduced so the actual raise did not cost the
government very much more.

Post Offices were awarded to velerans as in the case
of Stan Burt, Bob Dunan, Fred Richardson at
Lacadena; Fred Bye, Herb Newman and Emanuel
Schuler at White Bear; Thorolf Jensen of Kyle and
Dan Steadward at Eston, all veterans of World Wars [
and II.

Supervisors over the years for White Bear were first
from Saskatoon later Steadward of Eston, Jensen of
Kyle followed by Mel Morgan of Kindersley. Most
offices were run efficiently with supervisors doing an
audit approximately every six months.

Some fifty rural householders had mail delivered to
boxes near their farms by many of the same
coatractors that did the Monday coach run. Exceptions
were Scott Richardson using a team of Pickfords
horses for a short time during the winter in the 30" s.
Jack Beck began the rural route in 1954 and did the job
for 25+ years, beginning with the Tuesday and
Saturday run and changing about 1964 to Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.

Milder winters with less snow and a few well
gravelled roads and finally a dust free surface made
travel a great deal more pleasant. Most personnel were
good and faithful servants with the exception of the
odd incident as when the mail truck strayed from the
main road.

Frank Riglin in 1964 began the trip from Eston to
Kyle with Isham, Tyner and Lacadena along the way
for the next years.

Jack Beck was recognized November 7, 1979 for his
25 years of service when he was presented with a



plaque at a dinner and dance in Kindersley. Ruby
Beck, Diane and Wayne Jones and Rose McLeod
attended.

The rural couriers hauled a few groceries and other
sundries to rural patrons; they merely explained that
the country roads were too muddy or heavy with snow
making it difficult for them to go to town. Either they
had confidence in the courier making the trip or
decided one vehicle being stuck was enough and
preferred it to be him.

Financial procedures have changed a great deal in
the last forty years. Before banks, personal cheques,
and debit cards, postal money orders were used
extensively. Payment for health plans, charged
accounts, taxes, land payments, clothing, as in mail
orders to companies like the Robert Simpson Co.,
Simpson-Sears and now Sears, T. Eaton Co., and
Imperial Oil credit accounts (which were some of the
first to give credit on plastic).

1916 Envelope

Money Orders

Amounts from less than $1.00 to $15.99 was
remilted by a special denominative money order
depicting the exact amount, for instance $2.55 was a
$2.00 card with one 50 cent stamp and one 5 cent
stamp. This was a real time consuming procedure, a
separate fee for each was charged, gauged on the
amount of money order being purchased. All fees were
less than 25 cents.

Amounts for $16.00 and up to $200.00 were called
notched money orders. A small metal ruler with a slide
to notch in the amount to the nearest dollar and cent
was used. Twenty-five cents was the charge for these,
Amounts such as $500.00 would be three money
orders, two for $200.00 and one for $100.00. An
example of this is on display at Kinetic Park in Doc’ s
Town.

A machine replaced all of the above in the late 1960 s,
Amounts up to $200.00 carried a fee of $1.00 each. In
2001, money orders up to $900.00 can be purchased
with the fee for money orders of any amount at $2.50.

The cost of mailing a letter or postage changed so
many times no one seems to remember the dates or
exact amounts of each increase. We do know as in the
picture, a letter came to White Bear, SK. in September,
1916 with two cents postage plus one cent tax printed
on the stamp. The envelope was addressed by the
sender and was likely shipped by government to
Winnipeg after being censored before leaving France.
The two cent postage was probably to bring it to White
Bear from Winnipeg.

Two cent and four cent post cards which could be
used for short messages were still being sold at post
offices in 1959. At the same time four cents was
required for a first class letter to be delivered on the
rural route and five cents stamps would deliver a first
class sealed letter anywhere in Canada. The Centennial
(1967) souvenir cards of stamps indicate first class
letters required five cents for delivery anywhere in
Canada unless airmail was a preference. Airmail then
required seven cents.

The rates kept increasing over the years until in 2003
the old five-cent postage has become forty-eight cents.
We are told all mail, where there is advantage of
speedy delivery, goes by airmail. We aren’ t told why
the mail some times takes a week to cross the street,
perhaps it’ s not exactly the mail service but there is an
old excuse “It’s in the mail”.

Service has improved, as was the promise of Canada
Post. Refer to the printed article in two different
newspapers in this account. Does having access to a
Super Mail Box twenty-four hours a day really take the
place of having a post office open to pick up parcels,
register and receive registered mail and purchase
stamps?

Bank instead of Post Office?

The local post office also acted as a savings bank.
You were issued a pass book much like the ones issued
by banks and your deposits were recorded in them.
Deposits and withdrawals had to be done during
business hours as there was no such thing as automated
tellers. The only record of a deposit or withdrawal was
in the owners pass book, and on a balance sheet in the
post office so that the till balanced at the end of the
day. Interest was calculated and applied to the balance
in a pass book when it was sent to Ottawa.
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Pioneer Grain Residence - 1959 F.C. Handley Insurance Office - 1965

| November 17, 1979 - Kindersley.
| Jack Beck recognized for 25

| years Rural Route Courier

Service.

L-R: Jack Beck, Rose McLeod,

Unknown.

Jack Beck, receiving
recognition for 32 years of
Rural Route Service from
Sig Jordheim, representing
Rural Route Patrons.
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